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52 Langston Avenue 
Harlem, New York 

60640 
 

January 18th, 2011  
 

Dear Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones, 
 
 I’m very sorry for trying to snatch your pocketbook that night. I only did that because I 
had no money to buy blue suede shoes. It was tempting when I saw you walking alone holding a 
big pocket book. 
 
 Thank you for all the things you did for me. Thanks for inviting me for dinner, and 
serving me lima beans, ham and the ten cent cake. Thanks for making me look presentable by 
making me wash my face. One moment I would never forget was that you didn’t ask me 
questions  that would have made me uncomfortable and the advice you gave me like, “ Shoes 
come by devilish ways like that burn your feet”. Thanks for sharing your experiences as a young 
girl, that helped me realized that everyone goes to bad times but they can change and have a 
greater life. 
 
 I’m very sorry again for snatching your purse. Thank you for not calling the police and 
thanks for everything you did to me including the life lessons I learned. Now that I have 
matured, I realized what you did for me and thanks for putting my life onto the right track 
 

Yours truly, 
Roger 

  
                                                          


